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1 TH E 


| PREFACE 


4 to.chooſe 3 __ 
$ lation to the moſt important n 
Amn Gr: 
Tur Subject I have choſen * 
y of this nature: for the 
eee. at preſent is not 
Rites CB or the Conſſi- 
tution and Model of a Church; but the 
Debates of our Times are about che 
Foundation of Ghriſtianity ; and a 
queſtion is made, whether the Chriſtian 


—_— 


x 
\ 


loſe ſuch an opportu nity of ſtirring ups. 


ART, he inert o go Fig 


.(#] 
As this is 2 Controverſy of the ö 
moment, L was not willing ing op 


my ſelf and others to a pts Confidera- 
tion of its Importance, that each of us 
according to our Ability might fa 


allowed the Sermon to'be 3 Ft 
BI ſince the Sermon TY 2 
Ie _ a Book” lately p 
entitled, Chriftiatity as Old at the 
Creation, which has's' manifeſt relation 
to'the Kae Subject ; and therefore it 
may not be improper to make a few 
Remarks upon it, to £0 —_ with the 
Sermon. 0 
Ix the feſt place, this Author ſpeaks 

a great deal about the Per fettz0n of the 
Law "of Mature; and that it's 
« founded on the Nature of Things, 
« and their immutable Relations, and 
«therefore can no more be altered or 

« -vary; than theſe eternal Relations of 
« Things; that nothing can be added 


3 5 nothing taken” from k; and 


« that 


4 


4 that it's ndt a r 


_ 4, hut very plain and evident, ſiace the 
©, Circumſtancts 4 in which every Man 
«. is. if duely bad point 
aut clearly what is bis Duty thats 
< Circumſtances ; yea, ſo evident is the 
Tas to Our 
2 _ Enn a muſt ut their 
Ez not preceive: it. ; 
from all this he infers, That rivers | 
_ <. no room nor neceſſity for an) — 
1 795 ö 
Rur our Author has not | 
himſelf on this ſubject ſo clearly as; 
— —„—-— and to make 
the whole plainer, we may abſerve/, 
1. Tnar according to the various 
Circumſtances in which rational Beings 
may be placed; there are various Rules 
f fe them to obſerve, all which 
Rules are indeed founded on the na- 
tyres of things. and their various Rela- 
tions; nor can there be any Rule pro- 
Per to be a by a rational ar 


tions ws of aug. or the Circumſtances i in 
which 


. 7 ” * ” : 
13 5 
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nal Beings; ſo it's very 


(vi) 


ral Senſe, if all the Rules to be obſerved 
in all the various Circumſtances of ratio- 
7 as 
ture, to be ſure, this Law is ab lutely 
perfect; there can be no addition to it, 
no diminution from it; nor is there any 
room for any poſitive Rule or Inſtitu- 
tion, nor indeed for uy "_ Inſtitution” 
whatſoever, O44 has 

2. AccorDiING-to the various 
of Knowledge of the Natures of Things 
and their different Relations, with 
which rational Creatures are endowed, 
the Rules which are founded on theſe 
Relations, are either clearer « or more ob- 
ſeure: and as there are various degrees 
of Knowledge among rational Crea- 
tures; the Rules which concern them, 
how fined or certain ſoever in them- 
ſelves, are not equally clear unto 

3. As there are Relations of things, 
which are not perceived by many ratio 
poſſible there 
may be Ru les refu Iting from theſe Re- 


ton proper to be obſerved by rational 


Creatures 


(9) 
Creatures in certain 
which cannot be ſound out by 


finite Underſtanding can diſcover. 


theſe a 
tional Creatures, and which . 


No here may ben endete flu 


Ales Inftitutions are not ſuch as have 
no Foundation in Nature, and do not 
refult from the Relations of things; nor 


are they ſuch as flow from meer arbitra- 


ry Will without any reaſon; but they 


ate fuch Rules or Inſtitutions; as flow: 
from certain Relations which cannot be | 
found out by fuch rational Creatures as. 


pofitive Rules, or Inflitutlans': for po. 


they concern, or perhaps ins en = 


Underſtanding whatſoever. 
To givean Tnftance of fuch a poſitive 


I. nſtitution, obſerve our FE ac- 
roth Chapter, near the 

2 that it is the Voice of Nature 

| God ſhould be publickly worſhip- 

ped. Now if this is the Voice of Na- 

ture, may there not be a Foundation in 

Nature for a particular Day, on which 


knowledges 


Men are to convene ſor this pur 


ET ee ſeventh, tenth, 1 
twentietn 


5 


in their ordinary 
Public Werſbips rather every ſeventl or 


ebe eee pare 


ES... 
— Day? it is certainly yery,poF- 


fſüblez tliat ome one of theſe Pays m/ 


be more propet chan any, ofthe, reſt; 
yea, it's ſeateg to be imhgised buy a Bea ö 


ing of infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom 
who has before him the whole State of 


Humane Nature, and che complete ſum 


4 Hymine Affi from beginging to 


end, muſt ſec it more con erient for Men: 
Practice to aſſembleè for. 


every tenth day than any other. No- 


| kate chcevetobiea ar ue al fe 


fitive Rule; of Inflitution: heres Rule 
may ariſe from the Relations of things, 
which f preſume no Man will ſax bes | 


can Bee b bag be has not {ch 
an extnſiye view ef the Condition) of 


che World, as aH enable himeto ſee thro? 
choſe itifinits- Relations of thinks on 
which it is foutided. - | And theeefÞre id 
God and Gd — ear | 
either by diſchvering in ſome” ſupernd- 
tural manner the Relations of thing on 


Amur 


s 
k %. 
% 
ix 5 | / 
P 


1 LE and furniſh- 


Acious, 
OJ 5 H 395 
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may we not argue 


6 Her, 3 the Goodpck, of ( | cannot 


fore it is only a Rep 


* 


* 
N anne 


5 


in che ame, man- 
allow rational Creatures tb ODD 


- . diſtreſs E „ 2151#hÞ 00 | 
1 AJ | 


ſhew,! p * hn 
. 2 e 


not contain any thing needful. to be 


by all Men but what ths Far 
en diſcover Kinks! 150: Fr 


Loo Maven Roß n. 
neſs of 


. 5 | n „to 45 F e © he 5 
; and fuſſer them to 


continue 


* — YJ© * my 


I OO 


hal 
| or ee 


(x) 


continue in Circumftinces i in heck the 


Meafures they are to follow may be 
cee indertain 3 and in doing this; - 
he may ſerye the moſt excellent pur- 
Poſes, d''confult the general Good of. 
Bit Crent#23/ * And t tho a 
Nacken be neceſſary, and be afford 
ed th ſote chat are „chere is no 
neveTity/\he ſhould 40 1 it'to' all.” But 
to return; NJ bus And J 4. 
WIr I haveobferved on this mk 
will ſerve to clear what dur Author ad- 
bandes againſt the Laws of God being 


Arbitrary, „ ind ſhew the weaktieſs-of 
the C he draws from this 
Topick. L An as mueh perſuaded as 


bur Author, that God gives no 4rbiirory 
Rules, and is not the Author ef arp 
Arbitrary Laws; and that all che Laws 
of God are founded upon, and flow 
from the Natures of Things, and the 


| Relations they bear to one another ; q and 
that God canfiot be the Author of Laws 


ratio- 
or have no native Goodnt]s 


that no ways tend to the good 


U yr re es; 


TILE 7 B 2 | vill , 1060 8 We 


ed by Wiſdom 


Propriety z. yet cannot be found out by 


0 1 IU) di unos 
and, Dlea/undi not guided and govern-- 
and Gaodneſi. If the Ing 
ſtitutions hie calls pofiriye be of this kind, 
Ido not" ſee. but every Man who has, 
ſuitable Notions of God's Moral Perfec-. 
tions muſt give them up: ſuch Rules 
have not the ſtamp of infinite Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſa, hut are manifeſt ſigns 
of Peeviſhneſs and Folly, yea, Malice 
and Cruelty. But I have already ſhewn 
that this is not the true Notion of afin 
tive Nules and Inflitutios; but that 
they are ſuch Rules, as tho they are 
founded on the Natures of things, and 
their Relations to one another, and con- 
ſequently have u native Goodneſs and 


ſuch rational Creatures as are concern- 
ed in them, becauſe they depend on a 
variety of Relations they cannot ſee 
through, and therefore muſt be diſco 
vered/in-a fupernatural manner. I have 
likewiſe ſhewn, that there is 0 for 
ſuch Rules, and that ſuch Rules, are 
very proper to be / revealed by Sod q and 


\ therefore all our Author's general Rea- 


ſonings 


fiſtance . 

thoſe Relations of Things, "and, ts 

Rules ariſing from Things chat can c 

runny us 0 State SF 5 
e not and extenſive Vi 

of: the ee Things, an 2 

. . that we 1 5 torlk 


= kes 85 he 
Reaſons; and is it not e ths 


| muſt ſometimes happen in the Cove \ 
7 of the One But, 


* x 


Ir 


n 


od r 
2 _ 


54 crof 5 4 by 


this would be attended witli g 


"uy ſee Proger o affortl us, 4 Hut the 


any one he 
4 impoſſible Ate bee Ait 
755 TEE that 4 Rü eg 


« from God, unleſ we able to diff 
4 e br — 
60 cellency and 1 Dan 


we allow .: ny, K. ule 170 05 e 


« „but what i of © this Pina what, oa 
To this I reply, „That without doubt | 
many have TER impoſed” on in this 
manner; oo this is one conſiderable 
Source of the $1 up yl ition of che World, 
as: our Author affirms, Hut tho this 
Principle, Sal a Rule niay come from 
God, the native Retellinty of wh ich 
we cannot. diſcern, has been ally a- 
buſed by all Parties in Religion; yet 
we ou ght not, as our Author nnukdet 
to give up the Principle "ſelf? re 


Danger, and effectually 7 elt 575 
Advantages we may poſſibly obtain b) 


attending to dog Wages” of thin 


Which the Deity in his iafinſte Wild 


rh 


— — — me 


ne. 
only proper Het" of futh abuſes 48 i 
vs e to avoid” theſe Impoſi- 

| aum of without ffficieat 


| yidence. 1 25 fo mouroo, OUT 
2 15 if it beaked, I we cal "give 
8.2 p In en. | of Rick Didke? 
. WE or let 
5 poſe a 25 e from the 
fours in in the fight of Multitudes; or, 
if 500 plea © that he is born in hook 
Ara * way, "that he ' convetſes a conſi- 
[enable time 1 the World, that he diſ- 
FB ede ge more than Hunan, 
hat Har he apes v Hive th peſt the perſect com- 
Gature, and 10 be able 00 do 
1275 be pleaſes, however extrao 
c. nch le „of which he gives we 
peaked 3 orgy uy that in his 
viour he diſcovers grea | 
Wh and Good Wil to Man- 
d, Ji up to the Rules of Piety 
Ag : GY 6 


L 


| 7850 unto him eren! things relating 


to our preſent and future, Condition, 


and has commanded him to diſcover + _ 


them 


” 00 
be unto us for e th 
VE Rk 1 A 5 
AS: O ves, an 8 
| han 9 Jult Notion oF the M Metliod'b 
which tha Re OO nk Fuer 
feen daſs 
if they axcabundantly proba 
are revealed ; I cannot 1m: 
ought. not to take his"Teltmo 
act upon the ety, t * 
VANFES is 1 


15 . 12 1 thou 


in ſome 
mer PoſSilit e 
ies: f ile t foo 
den log 
Teas 


be P L, 1 


ſoon as I 80 out, 0 


to ſtay 75 am. In ſh 17 
. 5 Po bilities,nor ant 


Ct] [4 
S ©. 


——ää ä— — — — in. ad 
7 x - * y 


Be (1) 5 
a Rule to us but When we cannot 


nab 
Botum. For here we have a 
our Nature, who has Methods of knows. 
ingand acting intirely above our Ch 
city; and at the Gm ans gi 48. 
romgeſt Byidences of Hiis 
Virtue in and his Bcnevolence 


fabe 84 Shoe Sick 
er nant ol Fra are. 


T 
| 


| have' Demonſtration, which will be he 
Caſe forthe moſt part, we ought to g 
| as Mankind cm. 


— — £ 
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"and 
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A o that we may have a diſtin | 
View of this Argument, let us cunſider 
that the ſtreſs of the Eyidence dots o 
depend only upon the extraordinary 

Knowledg e an » miraculous; ;>Poiyers: 
with: which this b Nature is en- 
dowed; but we muſt alſo take into the 
Eſtimate the Probity and: Goctneſi of 


his moral Character: for ſince its Teſti- | 


mony, or the Aſſertion of ithis;ſupe-! 
riour Nature on which we rely, here 
are three things neceſſury tu niake a 


Teſtimony Valid. One, that the; Be- 


ing on whoſe Teſtimony we depend | 
faltciendy underſtand the matter,con-" - 
cerning which he teſtifies; on rather, 
that we can ſee no reaſon to make us 
ſuſpect he does not: and it's un Ad- 
vantage in this Caſe, if there ate Cir- 
cumſtances from whence we may con- 
clude that he really does. A ecbnd, 
that his. moral Charager be ſo good, as 
we have no ground) te think he! will! 

impoſerupon us. And, to theſs woa 
third may perhaps be added, ithati we 
ſee no Motive or Intereſt: Ache deri 


a2 A * ceive 


£ 


wy rw" Hoey 


| iN 70 5 


Is 


\ ; + Nix > 
for Can any of cheſe Cir- 
well be wanting: for as we 
pend 455 one, who, as we 
— Wh ND to believe, knows, little or 
be of the Subje& which he teſti⸗ 
hes ; por upon one. whoſe. moral Cha- 


: dag good ; 1 ſ0 there is leſs regard 


to a Teſtimony, if it comes; | from 

one —— 125 viſi iel ntereſt to deceive. 
But if we have no ground to conclude 
xe, Being is ignorant of what he teſti- 
18. i his moral Character be good, and 
we can ſee — — he has to deceive; 
his Teſtimony, is valid, and ought to be 
received. 
Now if w we 3 the Caſe I have 


ſuppoſed, : we ſhall find all the Circum-.. 
ſtances, concurring, that are needful 2 
make a Nea valid: ſince, by th 


ſuppoſition, the moral Character es 4 


ſuperiour Being is entirely Good; and 
his ſupernatu Ne and Power, 


Wi; 


er have 


"Gs I 


I chink will appear the Force of Min: 
cles to confirm a Teſtimony. For Mi- 


| Miracles, or what to us may appear ſuch, 
may be wrought by wicked and mali- 
ciqus Beings, who are ſo vitious and 


account of his moral Character; that 
he is alſo endowed with fupernatural | 


_— WT * [7 
9 R 
* 


( xx ) 


racles do not of themſelves ſhow the 
Teſtimony of the Worker of them to bs 
Good; nor is there any neceflary Con- 
nexion betwixt the working of a Mira» 
cle, and the Truth of every 0 
which is aſſerted by the Worker; ſincs 


immoral in their Characters, that the 
Miracles they work cannot make their 
Teſtimony valid. But if the Worker 
of the Miracles may be depended on, on 


Knowledge and eee. is a very ſtrong 
Cironnftencs to Jnr tl Teſti- 
mon , and eſpecially in things that are 
nos, For if one who has no-: - 
thing extraordinary in his Character 
ſhall affert fomething very extraordina+ 
ry, as that God Kath" ve revealed unte 
him ſeveral important Truths, and gi- 


uſho to teſtify them 


wen Commu 


a Teſtimony is all we could fairly de- 
fire in any fuch Cafe, in which Teſti- 
mony is needful ; yet fince it is owned 
that Teſtimony is not aDemonſtration, 
and fince we may be very eaſy and hap- 
py tho we abſerve no other Rules with 
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(xii „ "ITY 
God" el y dance this WR 
5 de e 1 


ſtitio d Enthuffaſm : phy. 
"Ts wo. rene it bene to 12 


if, | That in the fol lowing, Sema 
have ſhown, that we cannot Aly; 
or happy, but under an; jury Anxic- 


| ty about our guilty State, without a, De- 


claration, of the Diyine W Wall; and there 
fore we are not in ſuch Circumſtances 


as are ſuppoſed i in, this 2 jection; but 
it is neceffary for us to have a Declara-, 
tion of the Will of God in this matter, 

nor can we be eaſy and 17 by 865, 

hering meerly to hi * 

15 24% Suppoſingi it —— not 8 og 
that Revelation was not. abolutely ne: 
1 but only profitable and conye- 
nt, 5 Y et even upo n this Sup a 


ught to depend on fuch, Ence, - 
5 have. deſcribed. For : as it 405 ordir. : 


CE 


Teläg „Method for Men to em hrace 82 | 
gaser of this kin kind, in Tra 
are on 1 Hnvenient, and not ab en 


ES ary ; and he would not 
koned' a wiſe Man who would do o- 


therwiſe: . 


e 
therwiſe?/ Jo it is cettainly ju grand rea- 
ſonable to do ſo in the Acbin ot Rel 
gion; nor can we. without being, Cri- 
minal reject an Evidence that) is, /uff;. 
cient, — becaulF iti is e 
2 110 zech mat obey 2bol | 
Spechined of ſuch Evidence a9. A aß | 
cient to eftabliſh the Authority of Rules 
whoſe native Excellency! our Reaſon 
| cannot diſcover. The Caſe about which 
I have:reaſoned,:is:only/a Suppoſition, 
nor can I apply it to au) Matter of Fact 
in. ſuch curſory / Remarks; but I am 
perſuaded it falls vaſtly ſhort of that E-. 
viddtire; which may be brought for 
oy tianity.. 3 TOO 4. 
J RE is an n 
Chriſti Revelation drawn from the 
ſmall, Efcacy'it has had to make Men 
truly good, and the many Miſchiefs it. 
bas cotaGan'd in the Works, „Our Au- 
thor (chap. 14. p. 404.) inſinuates, that 
the World is not much mended. ſince + 


the days of Tiberius; and that Chris. 
ſtians are ndt arrived.to 3 


* 4:4 


＋ 


ſion of greater 
Nor could the 


And (chap. 8. p. 97,98.) that che Rigo- 

hich famed da dna E 
felt in the Pagan World. And it Bak 
ledged by ſome, that Chriſtianity, in 
kind, and adyancing the Intereſt of Var- 
tue and Morality, has rendered them 
more unſociable and fierce. than they 
were before, and been the occaſion of 
more Strife and Contention, more ter- 
rible Wars and Bloodſhed, and in'thort, 
of more Villany and Wickedneſ than 
any other Inftitution whatſoever. ' And 
from all this it is urged, That if Ohri- 
ſtianity was really of God, and deſigned 
by him to de an Inſtrurment of perſec- | 
ting the rational Nature, it muſt 'have 
had greater Succeſs, and been the ocean - 
Advantages to Mankind: 


have been ſo far - 


* was ed to be the chief Miran ur 


the World, inſtead uf un- 
* 


(xy ) 
ry prove the Inſtrument of ſuch barba-· 
rous Cruelties and deſtructive Calami- 
ties, that there is good ground to be- 
heve it has done vaſtly more hurt than 
good. In anſwer to which, I ſhall not 
deny that Chriſtianity has been made 
the occaſion: of much Miſchief : Chri- 
ſtians muſt allow, that it has been, and 
{till continues to be abuſed to the vileſt 
- purpoſes. For my own part, I am 
ſo much perſuaded of this, that tho I 
am ready to believe Accounts are con- 
ſiderably aggravated, yet I ſhall not at 
arcs debate any particular Facts with | 
uch as inſiſt on this Objection ; but 
make it appear 1n general, that turn 
the Argument as they pleaſe, they can 

never make any thing of it to ſubvert 
+ the Chriſtian Cauſe. And for this we 
may obſerve, that if they do any thing 
to purpoſe, they muſt ſhew that Chri- 
ſtianity has done more hurt than good; 
for if upon tlie whole it has done more 
ſervice than prejudice, there cannot be 
any foundation for their Objection: But 
that Chriſtianity has been made even 
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the Occaſion of more hurt than good, 


is a point that can never be made out. 
For it is impoſſible to make any thing 
of this nature appear but by ſuch 4 
Compariſon of antient with modern 
Times, and Chriſtian with Pagan and 
Mahometan Countrys, and of particu- 
lar Chriſtians with thoſe of another Re- 
ligion, and of the inward Sentiments 
and Tempers of Chriſtians, Pagans, and 
Mahometans, as well as the outward 
Converſation, that no Man is able to go 
thro with it: and therefore whatever 
Flouriſhes and popular Harangues it 
may furniſh, there can never be an Ar- 
gument from this Topic, that can have 
any weight againſt Chriſtianity : Eſpe- 
cially if it be further conſidered, that to 
any who look impartially into the ori- 
ginal Records of Chriſtianity, it muſt - 
appear evident, that the making it the 


 Occafron of any Miſchief at all, is a 


manifeſt Abuſe and Perverſion of it; 
not only quite foreign, but groſsly and 


obviouſly contrary, to its original De- 


ſign and genuine Tendency: and is, 
by therefore, 


(Av; 
therefore, only an Inſtance that the beſt 
things may be abuſed, and perverted to 
the very worſt purpoſes. And this 
ſure can afford no good Argument a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity ; unleſs this can be 
upported as a juſt Principle; That no 
good thing ought to. be done, which is 
capable of having a bad Uſe made of it 
afterwards, or which the Art and Wic- 
kedneſs of deſigning Men can poſſibly 

ert to a bad purpoſe: which would 
tein eſe to 275 that 10 good thing ar 

all ſhould ever be done. 
{hall conchude theſe Remarks with 
conſidering another Objection drawn 
from the want of Perſpicuity in our 
ſacred Books: for, according to our Au- 
thor, the holy Writings are ſo perplex- 
ed and obſcure, that we are ſo far from 
being aſſiſted by them in diſcovering 
the Will of God, or enabled to deter- 
nine what otherwiſe we could not 
know ; that, on the other hand, they are 
rather detrimental ; and if not interpret- 
ed, or rather corrected, by our natural 
nk D.2. ..., 4 Notions 


Notions of God and * are wy 
ready to lead us into Miſtakes. ' 


1 


Bur it is eaſy to take off the F 
of this Objection. No doubt there 2 
many obſcure Paſſages in the ſacred 
Books: nor is this to be wondered at, 
conſidering their Antiquity; the Lan- 
guages in which they are written, ſo 
different from ours; the Allufions to 
antient Facts and ufd the diffe- 
rent Manners and Ways of Thinking, 
Speaking and Writing of antient and 
modern Times, and eaſtern and weſt- 
ern Countries: on all theſe accounts, 
and others which might be named, its 
very natural that there ſhould be many 
obſcure places in the holy Writings, 
nor could it be otherwiſe without a Mi- 
race. But that they are ſo obſcure as our 
Author repreſents them, or that they * 
can aſſiſt us in determini no 
of moment, but what we "know! 
without them, Tutterly 4877 and on 
the contrary aſſert, that they teach us 
ſeveral Docbines of the greateſt — 
tance, which we cannot know other- 

wiſe, 


(Wik) 

wiſe and that very plain) and cleatly.” 
I ſhall inftance in the Doctrine of a Sit 
ner's being accepted of God pn his ſin- 
cere Repentande, which I habe ſhewn 
in the following Sermon notꝭ to be de- 
terminable by Reaſon, tho':it's - very 
clearly taught in Scripture. erm ot in 
ſtance alſo in the Doctrine of the Ro- 
ſurrection of the Body, 3 — 
nity of the future Judgmentꝭ that are 

clearly contained in Scripture but im- 
poſſible to be determined without it: 
But I need not mention Doc- 
trines ; 'in:ſhort;'the whole Method of 
God's dealing with Creatures that are 
guilty, muſt be a matter of pure Reve- 
lation, ſince we have not fufficient Dr 
for explaining it, without a poſitive 
Declaration of the Wilbof God); and 
nothing that our Author has advanced | 
can ſhew:the' contrary: and indeed it: 
— — be odd if it ſhould; ſimce it s 85 

impoſſible to determine what Methods 
God will take with the Guilt 
a Revelation of his Will, as it would 
to determine what , depends on meer 


Will 


Will, arid 8 

pound of FOR 

yet there is fuoh ow news ns 

that muſt cbm — . 

jo” cone e 
kind, that — 


with 
reſpect to 
any Determination 


we can 
make about it, as if God acted 


without 
an 
ind Phaſe y Reaſon, and by meer 
— ee Now; it this mary 
— dene whine he aleckgne : 
ſcurity of Scripture, 


about tlie 


Certainty 
that God will aoce 
rity of Seripture 1s mot & the _ 


: is if out Author 

Ence- 

bow No her 
t we have 00 


veral Paſa 
ora that — fo 
there 


are 
1 
as relate to the Methods 


in which God 
will deal with the Guil 
ty; 


and for the 
thods; as T have obſerved in the 
Sermon, 


e 
e wr 


* 


Gicheſt Me. . 
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"My Reva Faber ad aan, ; 


#1 U FF ER me to lay before you 
fe chings, which in their 1 
5 nature are of no ſmall impot- 
unc; and, conſidering the tem- 

per of the fe ate. ycry proper 
for our nioit ſexious Thought... I wiſh to 5 
poſe them, With that kumility and 
which is ſuitable to my. perſonal Ser 
and at the ſame time, with that freedom an 
boldneſs which becomes a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, when diſcourſing from the pla Where 


Ihave the hanour to ſtand. 
-In the concluſion of the Epiſtle from which 


I have read thoſe two Verſes, we hade 4 
ral very ſhort, but comprehenſiye Ryul 1 oe 

our Practice; and in particular the three fol- 
lowing, which I am to diſcourſe on at this time: 


D not propheſying 1780 all things 


0:6 


eg 
— hold faſt that which is good. I have 
Wine them engerher, as being related, and 
N illuſtrare each othef. By the Pro- 
pbeh ne, Witich we are here exhorted hot to 
deſpiſe, ſome may underſtand the antient Re- 
velations, or thoſe Scriptures which were 
own'd by the Jews | to be divine; others the 
explication'of=theſe antient Scriptures, or the. 
Interpretations.by the Prophets in the days of 
the Apoſtle Paul; and others perha the 
newer Revelations of that Age: but I do not 
ſee why we may not join all theſe Senſes to- 
gether, and. underſtand the Apoſtſe as exhort- 
ing the Theſſalonians in this eros Do not, 

4 


by. neg letting the conſideration of the C harge- '- 
ters of Didbiniiy that the " | 
bear, deſpiſe that antient Cuon þ e 
already eſtabliſhed; nor rejet# - Ex 

amination the Interpretations of Canon 
deliver d by your Teachers, nor The newer: 
| Revelations of your ot bine; but. Biurievuery, 
thing that has any rb le prevence to di. 
vine Revelation a fal hearings examine and 
try all pretences with Equity and" Candour, 
uſe your Reaſon freely and 'impartiallyy em- 
brace whatever appears found and Fenuine, 
and be not afraid to rejet? whatever is ſpu- 


rious and falſe. This laſt parrieGlab-of reject- 

ing what is falſe and Curious; tho" not plain- 
ly 'exprelled, is yer neceſſarily” imply'd. in the 
Direction, hold faſt that which is good; 


which muſt be underſtood. in this manner, 
hold 


n 
bold faſt all that is good, and no more; or 
hold faſt only that which is good. 

Tu us I have laid before you, what I take 
to be the Senſe of the Text; and if we may be 
allowed to conjecture: at the occaſion of theſe 
directions, it's probable the Apoſtle was led 
into them by obſerving falſe Teachers ſpring- 
ing up in the Church, and particularly ſome 
who pretended unjuſtly to divine Inſpiration. 
There is mention of ſuch in ſeveral places of 
the New Teſtament, and ſuch we may ima- 
gine were the unhappy Conſequences of their 
groundleſs pretences, that a humour was a- 
riſing among ſome, of calling the true and ge- 
nuine Revelations of God into queſtion; 
while others raſhly, and without Caution, be- 
lieved every bold Pretender: ſome perhaps ' 
wete for rejecting all pretences to divine Re- 
velat ion, becauſe of ſome noted Impoſtures ; 
and others made no diſtinction, but embraced 
all without ſcruple, believing every Spirit, 
whether true or falſe. Now in oppoſition to 
both theſe ſorts of Perſons, which either were 
in the Chutch in that Age, or might caſily 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe in After-Ages ; we may 
imagine the Apoſtle lays down theſe Rules 
in the Text, Not to deſpiſe all pretences to 
devine Revelation 4 1 trial; but to ex- 
amine the different pretences, embracing ſuch 
as they found good, and rejecting the ſpurious 
and falſe. Rr 


E. 1 nus 


( 34 ) 

Tu vs the Apoſtle directs the Theſſaloni- 
ans, and the ſame advices arc exceeding proper 
for us in this Age : for not only are theſe Rules 
general and equally binding on all, being of 
eternal Obligation; but they are in a particu- 
lar manner proper for our Reflection, it be- 

ing but too evident how much they are tranſ- 
greſſed by different Parties of Mank ind a- 
mongſt us. 

Now in diſeourſing on this Subject, I ſhall 
in the 


Firſt place, conſider it in generah, and en- 
deayour to illuſtrate theſe Rules, as they arc 
ſuited to all Times and Ages whatſoever. 


Secondly, I ſhall conſider ſome particular 
Methods * Tranſgreſſing theſe Rules, which 
are but roo common in the preſent Age; and 
take notice of the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch 
Conduct. And, 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall take notice of a his 
that ſeem proper to be obſerved by the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and all ſuch as wiſh well 
to the Cauſe of divine Revelation. 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider this Subject in ge- 
neral ; and endcavour to illuſtrate theſe Rules 
as they are ſuited to all Times and Ages 
whatſoever. 


AND 


( 35 ) 

A p as to the firſt Rule, that we are not 
to rejeft all pretences to divine Revelation, 
and to deſpiſe Propheſyings in the bulk, and 
without tryal : This is ſurely a good Rule, 
nor can any Man have juſt Reaſon to deny it. 
The Reaſon on which any Man can, with 
the leaſt ſhew of Juſtice, declare for reject- 


ing all pretences to divine Revelation without 


try al, muſt either be, 10 


Firſt, That it is impoſſible thete can be 
any divine Revelation at all. Or, 


Secondly, That there are fo many Impoſ- 
tures, and of ſuch a kind, that it is impoſſible 
to diſcern betwixt the true and the falſe. Or, 


Thirdly, That there is no occaſion for our 
troubling ourſelves about the matter, ſince 
our Reaſon alone can inſtruct us ſufficiently 
in all that is neceſſary to be known about 
Religion and a future State. 


Ido not ſee that a wiſe Man can juſtify him- 


—_— 


ſelf, in being altogether unconcerned about di- 


vine Revelation, unleſs he be perſuaded that 
ſome one of theſe Caſes is the Truth: he muſt 
either think, that it is impoſlible for God to de- 
clare any Truths to Mankind in a way of Reyela- 
tion, or he muſt imagine that there has been ſo 


much Craft and Triek in this Matter, and ſo 


many lmpoſtures in 2 25 chat it is not 5 


[39 

ble to, diſcern the true pretences from the 
falſe or elſe muſt conclude, that tho' there may 
poſſibly be ſome Truth at the bottom, in what 
is alledged concerning divine Revelation, yet 
it is needleſs for him to enquire into the 'mat- 
ter, ſince antecedent to any divine Revelation, 
and without any aſliſtance from it, his own 
Reaſon can ſufficiently inſtruct him, with re- 
ſpe&ro Religion and a future State. Some 
one of theſe Reaſons muſt needs be alledged 
by one who would act reaſonably ; and yer 
I cannot ſee how a reaſonable Man can ad- 
mit of any of them. 

FoR, in the firſt place, can any Man have 
good reaſon, to believe it impoſſible for God 
to declare any Truths to Mankind by way 
of Revelation? God hath indeed endowed 
Men with Reaſon, by which they are capable 
of acquiring a good ſhare of Knowledge, and 
| where Knowledge fails, of making probable 
conjectures ; but yet there is no ground to aſ- 
ſert, that this is the only method, by which 

God can lead Men to the knowledge of the 
Truth. On the contrary, as Men gain a great 
deal of valuable Knowledge, by the Teſti- 
mony of credible Witneſſes ; ſo there is no- 
thing to prove it impoſſible, that God ſhould 
employ Beings of a higher order, to affure us 
of many things, which we cannot determine 
by Realoning and Conjecture: Nor can it be 
ſhe wn to be impoſſible for God, without the 
Miniftry of any other Being whatever, to 


— 


and inſpize 


enlighten the Minds of „ 
them witk the Knowledge of Truths —— ar 
not to be diſcovered. by Reaſon or Experi- 
ence; and that in ſo clear a manner, as to 
make them as certain of them, as of (clf=cyi- 
dent Propoſitions. I only barely aſſert theſe 
thiogs, it being ncedleſs to illuſtrate what is ſa 
plain and —— and beſides, I ſearce think 
any will lay the fireſs of their argument here, 
and aſſert, that it is impoſſible for God, to 
make known any Truths to Mankind, by 
any other means than the camman Methods | 
of Reaſoning. | 

Non can I chink, that any will PF ade to 
put the iſſue of this cauſe upon the ſecond 
of theſe Reaſons, and aſſert, that there has 
been ſo much Craſt and Trick in this Mat- 
ter, and ſo many Impoſtures in the. caſe of 
divine Revelation, that its impoſſible to diſs 
cern the true from the pretended. 3 for what» 
ever difficulty there. may be in the. caſe from 
pious or impious Frauds, yet to aſſert that it's 
altogether impoſſi ble, to diſcern, between true 
and falſe pretences to divine Revelation, is 
the ſame thing as to aſſert, that God cannot 
reveal any Truths to Mankind at all: for if 
there are no methods by which Men can 
know when God makes a Revelation; if there 
ate no methods to diſtinguiſh i it from all Im- 
poſtures 3 it's evident, God can make no 
Revelation on Which we. can depend, and 
therefore can make none; ſince a Revelation 
we cannot depend on, is to all purpoſes the 


ſame with none at all. I cannot think then 
that 


. 
that any will put the iſſue of the cauſe upon 
this ſecond Reaſon ; but whoever pretends to 


act reaſonably, muſt lay their whole ſtrels 5 


on the 
THIRD, namely, That whether what is 


alledged concerning divine Revelation be true 


or falſe, as it's hard for him to be poſitive, ſo 
it's needleſs for him to enquire z ſince, ante- 
cedent to any divine Revelation, and with; 
out any aſſiſtance from it, his own Reaſon 
can ſufficiently inſtruct him, with reſpect to 
Religion and a future State. This, together 
with the imagined difficulty in obtaining a 
ſatisfactory Evidence about Revelation, ari- 
ſing from that Cloud which the great nun- 
ber of Impoſtures have caſt upon it, is, in 
my apprehenſion, the chief Reaſon which can 
be alledged, for our making no enquiry into 
Revelation, our contempt of all pretences to it 
without ſcruple, or, in the Apoſtle's mann N 
why we deſpiſe Propheſyimgs. 

IN anſwer to this Reaſoning, I ſhall only 
obſerve, that whatever Difficulty there may be 
in diſcerning true Revelations from falſe 5 yet 
ſince it is not impoſſible, as I have but juſt now 
obicrved, this Difficulty of it ſelf can be no 
ſufficient Reaſon for deſpiſing Propheſyings; ex- 
cept it be alledged further, that it's needleſs to 
make any inquiry concerning them, becauſe 
our Reaſon irſelf is ſufficient to anſwer all the 


Ends which they do. The removal of this 
. Pretence rr is what 1 ſhall now chiefly 


apply 


( 390) 
apply my ſeif to, and endeavour to ſhew that 
Reaſon is not ſuch a ſufficient Faculty, that 
it can yield a full Inſtruction in matters of 
Religion, and concerning a future State. 
I am ſenſible many things might be inſiſted 
on to this purpoſe; but conſidering that I am 
not allowed to take up much of your time, I 
ſhall confine my ſelf to one Jingle Point, and 
venture the whole Cauſe upon it. j + 

I ſhall freely grant that Reaſons teaches us 
many things with reſpect to God and .Reli- 
gion; how far it goes, is not my preſent buſi- 
neſs to enquire : but ſuppoſing that it is able 
to inſtruct us in all other things, ſtill x leaves 
usat a loſs in this one, which is of the great- 
eſt monent, and in which we ſtand in need 
of the greateſt certainty : namely, how God 
will deal with Sinners, or ſuch as in many 
caſes have acted a vitious and unreaſonable 
part. That this is the caſe of all of us, can- 
not be denied; for we cannot deny, that in 
many things we have done what we are con- 
vinced has been wrong, and ought not to have 
been done. This Deiſts themſelves, as well 
as others, muſt own. Indeed, had Men never 
been guilty, Reaſon might aſſure them, they 
ſhould never be puniſhed for Crimes: of which 
they were intirely innocent; but what. mult 
be done in the caſe of Guilt, is a Queſtion, at 
the ſame time of the higheſt importance, and 
yet not to be determined by Reaſon, It's true, 


we may without Relevation be ſure, that God 
is 


1 
| 
| 
[i 
| 


—— 


(4) 
is infinitely Wiſe and Good, as well as Juſt, 
and that as he will do nothing inconſiſtent with 


Juſtice, ſo neither with Wiſdom and Good: 


neſs ; that is, we may be ſure that God will 


deal with the rational World, according to 
the higheſt Goodneſs that is conſiſtent with 
Wiſdom. But the queſtion is not, whether 
God is infipitely wile and good; nor whether 
a Being infinitely wiſe and good will, as Go- 


vernour or Judge, obſetve Rules which are ſo: 
but what thoſe Rules are, which ſuch a Being 


will obſerve with regard to Criminals ; not 
whether they will be wiſc'and good, but what 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs inthis Caſe, are. And 
here Reaſon is at a ſtand : for he it fo that God 
is infinitely Good, yet we know that the beſt- 
natured Being in the World may, in the ca- 
pacity of a Governour or Judge, find it neceſ- 
ſary on many occaſions to puniſh Tranſgreſ- 
ſors; and if he is infinite in Wiſdom as well 
as Goodneſs, will ſurely ſee it reaſonable and 
juſt to make a difference between the Good 
and the Bad. And therefore, whatever Con- 
jectures We may form, about the Methods by 
which God governs rational Creatures that have: - 
ttanſgreſſed; we can never by our Reaſoning 
attain to any Certainty in the Caſe... A Deiſt 


may indeed fancy to himſelf, that a Being of 


ſo much goodneſs will not be rigorous, and 
cenſure every trifling Fault; that when he does 
puniſh, he will not doit in any high degree, 


on for any length of time, and far leſs for 
ever; 


( 41) 


ever; and that he will Pardon on Repentance 
and Reformation. But it's evident, to ſpeak 
the moſt favourably of this Scheme, it is no- 
thing but Conjecture, and we may ſorm Con- 
jectures on the other ſide: in ſhort, the Man 
who thinks he can determine by his reaſoning 
how God will deal with the Guilty, and fan- 
cies it needleſs there ſhould be any Revelation 
about it, acts much like a Rebel, who is for find- 
ing out by Reaſon how his Prince is to deal 
with him; and who thinking it a matter of 
no concern; whether his Prince has proclaimed 
an Act of Indemnity or not, makes no en- 
quiry into the Fact. But I think a cautious and 
wiſe Man would look on it as the ſureſt, or 
rather the only ſure Method, to ſee if there 
was an Indemnity,” and what the Prince had 
openly declared; nor would he think it ſafe to 
truſt to Redſonings and CO in a mat- 
ter of this moment. | 
I think the Application is very obvious; _ 
therefore it's cettainly a good Rule not to re- 
ject all Pretences to divine Revelation in the 
groſs, and deſpiſe Propheſy ings without trial 
but on the contrary, to give every thing that 
has any reaſonable pretence to Divine Revela- 
h a fair Hearing, and to examine it with 
Equiry and err Aud this leads to the 
| 4 108391 
Secene held wbich the Apoſtle lays 
down, Prove all Things. 


A 8 ve are got to deſpiſe Prophcfyings, by 
Pew all W to divine R 


* 


evelatien 
without 
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„ee), 
without Examination, ſo we Es not to 
embrace any thing as a divine Revelation raſhe 


ly, but fe prove all things. The Deſign of 


which Words is not that every Man ſhould. 
examine every thing, whether he be capable 
to examine it or not; but, as the Context plain- 
ly directs, by reſtraining this Precept to a par- 
ticular Subject, namely the Propheſy ings we 
are not to deſpiſe; we may ſuppoſe the Senſe 


to be, that in Matters of Religion we are 


not to act raſhly and blindly, not to believe e- 
very Spitit, and give credit to every Pretender; 

t we ought to try the Spirits, and prove their 
different Pretences; this being the only Me- 
thod which can preſerve us from Impoſition. 


And that! may illuſtrate this Subject a little, 


I ſhall obſerve theſe three Things. 
Firſt, I T's evident, according to this Rule, 
that Reaſon is uſeful with reſpect to Reli- 


gion, or that in Matters of Religion, as well 


as others, we are to make uſe of our rational 
Faculties. This in general is owned by all, 


and with good reaſon ;- for a rational Creature 
cannot act in any Caſe as a rational Creature, 


without uſing its rational Faculties, and muſt 
therefore uſe them in matters of Religion as 
well zs in every thing elſe; except one will 
pleaſe to alledge, that in matters of Religion 
we are not to act as rational Creatures. With 
reſpect then to divine Revelation; Before We 


embrace any thing as ſuch, we muſt not only 
Make ule of our Reaſon to find out its true 


Meaning, 


\ 


( 43 ) 
Meaning, but we muſt examine impartially 
— it be accompany'd with ſufficient E. 
vidence, nor are we to 'belicve it without 
good Grounds. Before we admit it, we can- 
not be too ſcrupulous, nor examine it with 
too much Care; ſince it is of great Importance 
to us not to be deceived about divine Revela- 
tion: It's here we are to exert our Reaſon to 
the utmoſt ; here lies the Province of Reaſon 3 
and, if 1 maß de allowed to ay To, it's only 
Province: For after we have found any Pro- 
poſition to be revealed by God, we have no- 
thing to do but firmly believe it. And in exa- 
mining into the Evidence that” is alledged for 
a divine Revelation, two Things are to be 
conſidered. Firſt, the Nature of the Propo- 
ſition ſaid to be revealed, and whether it is 
capable of being proved: Next, the Evidenee 
that is offered 1 to prove it. Now, as to the 
Nature of the Propoſition itſelf: in general, 
every Propoſition that is not contradictory or 
abſurd, is capable of being proved; and there. 
fore if it is accompany 4 with ſufficient Evi- 
dence, may be a Part of divine Revelation. 
Indeed, if a Propoſition be contradictoty or ab- 
ſurd, we need never enquire if God has re- 
vealed it; for there can never be ſo ſtrong 
a Proof on the one hand, that God hath re- 
vealed a Contradiction, as there is plain Evi- 
dence on the other that he has not. Hut if 
the Propoſition is not a Contradiction, it is ca- 
pable of being ptovd: For if we conſider y 
yen ASE Teen we e dre 

'F/2" 1 | "aflert, 


will eternally. lie upon him to make uſe of his 
Reaſon to to ſind out the Truth in Matters that 


(4 

aſſert, that the Teſtimony of Men may be at *. 
tended with ſuch a · Variety of convincing Cir· 
cumſtances, as may make it not only juſt and 
rational to receive it, but even impoſlible for us 
to with · hold our Aſſent in any Matter of Fact 
that is not abſurd or impoſſible. And if this 
be the Caſe with teſpect to mere humane Teſti- 
mony ; to be ſure it is poſſible for God to af- 
ford ns ſtronger Evidence than any humane 
Teſtimony whatſoever, And therefore if we 
have ſufficient Evidence otherwiſe, we ought - 
not to reject a Propoſition from being an Ar- 
ticle of divine Revelation, merely becauſe it is 
extraordinary, and out of the common road, 
and would never have been once thought of, 
if it had not been revealed; or becauſe it is at · 
tended with ſome Circumſtances we would 
not eaſily believe, if we had not abundant E- 
vidence to convince us of their Truth. But, 

Secondly, with reſpect to this Rule, Prove 
all things, we may obſerve, that it is directed 
not only to the Clergy (as they are call d) but 
to the Laity; not only to the Learned, but the 
Unldcarned, and to all, without exception. 
And this is moſt juſt; for it is incumbent up- 
on eyery rational Creature, as ſuch: Since the 

only thing that can juſtify any one in not try- 
ing and examining what is of moment to him, 


is his being uncapable to do it; or, in other 


Words, his not being a rational Creature. For 
whilſt he is ranked among rational Beings, it 
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concem him. Nor can he abſolutely depend on 


any Man or any Body of Men, or any Being 
whatſoever, that is not infallible: But what- 
ever Regard and Deference he may have to 


them, he ought not to truſt them intirely, and 


believe them without reſerve, but ſhould ſeg 
with his own Eyes as far as he is able. Nor 
can I think of any conſiderable Objection a- 
gainſt this Rule, except this ſhall' be thought 
one, That if there are any particular Perſons 
or Bodies of Men, tho* not abſolutely infalli- 
ble, yet far more likely to find out the Truth 


ledge and Honeſty ; it's ſafer for us to depend 
upon them than ourſelves, and to embrace 
their Opinions rather than ſuch as in other re- 
ſeem more probable to us. To Which 
I anſwer, in the firſt place, That it appears 
much caſicr in the preſent Condition of the 
World, amidft the var "multitude of Differ- 
ences amongſt Mankind, to find out the Truth 
in the moſt nt Points directiy and im- 
mediately oi 
theſe Men, or Bodies of Men are, on whom, 
tho not itifalſible, we are yet to have ſuch 
- entire Dependance. And, ſecondly, 'befides 
this, it does not ſeem pollible to determine 
who theſe Men, or Bodies of Men are, on 
whom we may ſo firmly depend, unleſs we 
examine the moſt conſi be of their Opi- 


nions. Now, conſidering both theſe Cireum 
ſtances of the Caſe, I think it will be evident, 


that with What appearance of Reaſon and 
. 1 Probability 


than we are, conſidering both their Know- 


elves, than to determine Who 


: 
1 
' 
by 
? 
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Probability ſoever it may be urged againſt any 


particular Perſon, that it's probable ſuch a 


& learned and good Man will be rather in the 
« right than he, or that at leaſt this cannot but 
« be ſuppoſed 'of the Church, conſiſting of 
ce ſuch a number of learned and good Men!“ . 
I ſay, how contrary ſoever it may appcar to 
Modeſty, for a particular Perſon to pretend 
that he is himſelf in the right, and ſuch à 
learned and good Man, or ſuch a venerable 


Body of Men in the wrong: Vet there is 


no Body of Men, how venerable ſocver, in 
whom we may put ſuch abſolute confide ce; 
but that on certain occaſions we may preſume 
to differ from them, how learned, and wile, 
and good ſoever, if they are not infallible: 
and ſtill we ought always to examine, as far and 
as well as we are able. 

Bur, Thirdly, With reſp ect to this Rule, 
Prove all things, tho it's Gretel equally to 
all, both Clergy and Laity, learned and un- 
learned; yet there is ſurely a Deference to 


be paid by the weaker part of Mankind, to 


ſuch as are at leaſt — good, and ccr- 
tainly much more wiſe and knowing than 
themſelves : nor is this Deference to be con- 
fined to a truſting of their Word in Matters 
of Fact; for, properly ſpeaking, this is no De- 
ference at all; this is nothing but what every 
honeſt Man is obliged to pay to another, and 


what the wiſeſt and de are obliged to, as well 


* 7, * . . 
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as others : but this Peference in the weaker to- 
wards the Wiſet, is to be extended even to 
theit Opinions and Reaſonings in many nice 
matters, of which the weaker may own, with- 
out any extraordinary degree of © Modeſty, 
that by their Education and Breeding they 
are not very ers a But I ſhall "nor 

enter farther into 1 ae our” ny 


to the 3 | 


* 


"Tar Rae of che A "oy ' Hold faſt 
that which I. good ; by which is meant, that 
we ſhould hold faſt that only Which is ſo, em- 
bracing only ſuch things as will ſtand the 
trial, and upon examination are found ttue 
And; genuine, and rejecting whatever i is ſpurious 
and falſe. Now with reſpect to this _— 4 
ſhall obſerve 1 very ſhortly, al 

Ia the 1 place, that chere is difference be 
tween What is in itſelf good and true, and 
what may appear ſo to üs; or that Good and 
Evit with regard to Actions, as alſo Truth and 
Falſhood wich regard to Propoſitions, are in 
themſetves Realities, independent on our Opes 
nions and Concluſions. 

241y, Striftly ſpeaking, we are only uber 
40 obligation” 90 Bold falt the "which is really 
good in itſelf: nor is it perhaps an accurate! 
or juſt way of ſpeaking, to ſay that we are ob- 
liged to hold fat chat which appears to us tobe 

ood, if in tſelf it 18 really evil; or that We 


ite onder an Obligition to 4 an evil Adion, 
or 
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or believe a Propoſition that's falſe, tho it ap- 
pear to us to be good or true, But —4 * 
- 3dly, Although, ftrictiy ſpeaking, we are on- 
ly obliged to hold faſt has which is really good 
in it ſelf, and are under no Obligation to ho 
_ faſt that which is evil in it ſelf, tho it appear ' 
us to be good; yet, in facł, the only meth, 
ve can follow in practice, is this; namely, to 
hold faſt that which appears to us to be good, 
and that alone. In following this Method 
we may indeed be miſtaken, and apptehend 
that to be good which in it ſelf is really evil; 
nay, in following this Method we may not oN- 
ly be miſtaken, but guilty of very great Crimes; 
as thoſe were who put the Apoſtles to death 
in their Zeal, and thought they were doing 
God good ſervice: Vet there is no other Me- 
thod for us to follow); for to be ſure we 
muſt not hold faſt that which appears to us to 
be neither Good nor Evil, far leſs muſt we 
hold faſt that which appears to us to be 12 05 
And if we can do neither of theſe, the onl 
poſſible thing that remains, is to hold fan 
that, and that only, which appears to us to bg 


Ius I have, as briefly a5 I could: illuſtra- / 
ted theſe Rules of the ens e N 
1 proceed now to the 7 


11 


Second General Head; aaately, to 8 
ſome particular Methods of tranigreſſing E 


Rules, chat ate but zog common BEE 


2 
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ſent Age; and. take notice of the Unreaſotite 0 
Resch of ſuch Conduct. 

A p in the firſt place, there ſeem to be 
many, who are much inclined to tranſgreſs the 
firſt Rule, Deſpiſe not Propheſyings.. © 
As it's a very rare and difficult thing for 

particular Perſons to hold an cqual ra 
and not to.inclinc ſometimes to one ſide, 100 
ſometimes tothe other ſo the World is apt 
to tun into Extremes, and go from one point 
to the oppoſite. Before the Reformation, that 
patt of the Chriſtian World in which we are 
chiefly concerned, was overrun with blind 
Zeal Ana implicit Faith in matters of Religion. 
In thoſe days, ſcarce any pretended to Reaſon 
or Inquiay 3 the Follies and Superſtitions of 
the Times paſſed current, and what the Church 
decreed, was received with the greateſt ſybs 
miſſion: but now, and for. (cyeral Ycars paſt, 
the Ballance' iriclines to the other fide 3 and 
 manyare haſtily running to the contrary, Ex- 
treme: many ſeem to have a ſtrange inclinas 
tion of calling almoſt every thing in > rs 
and under the ptetence of thinking freely, 
humour prevails, of denyigg, or at les | 
1 8 light of all Religious Pri 9 — Y 
Fay Os " expreſs it, a great tegatd ſeems. 
5 {he ** laſt N 71 ing 
8 in this age, rot 1 Sy a 
Hold; {ales which it goed; Theſe 14 mag 
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dbſerving; while the Rule, Deſpiſe not Pro- 
pheſyings, is rather treated as obſolete, and 
out of date. Not a few ſeem inclined to 
reject all Revelation without à trial, and a 
Sett of Principles are formed in this view : 
for without any Inſinuations that Chriſtianity 
is an Impoſture, the pretence runs, that it is 
no great matter whether it be or not, ſince Nea- 
ſon can ſufficiently inſtruct us without it. And 
the Scheme of Deiſm, with ſome of its lateſt 
Fon grooms] ſeems to be ſomething of this 
ind : 

THAT a God of infinite Wiſdom and 
« Goodnels, neither will nor can require any 
& thing from his Creatures, as the Tetms on 
& which their Happineſs depends, But what 
© js in it ſelf good, or ſerves for ſome good 
& purpoſe : That with reſpe& to Morals, the _ 
« only thing truly valuable is a Temper in- 
« clined toall rational Improvements, a ſocial 


e Diſpoſition, and a ſuitable Conduct; and 


« therefore rational Creatures can only be ac- 
© ceptable to God, and indeed muſt always be 
* acceptable to him, when by their Diſpoſi= 
« tion they incline to poliſh and refine MB 
c ſelves, and to love their Fellow-Creatures $ 
« andin conſequence of this, when they make 
& Advances in Knowledge and Wiſdom, and 

9 obſerve the Rules of Temperance and 

ty, Juſtice and Equity, Charity and Mercy in 
1 hare: when they endeavour as much as they 

1 N * and all round them 
2 a 
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te as happy as they can; it's impoſſible that they 
« ſhould not be acceptable ro an infinitely Wiſe 
* and Good God, who can have no other views 
« but the Happineſs of his Creatures, and can 
„ only approve or diſapprove of any, as they 
« endeavour to introduce Happineſs or Mi- 
4 ſery into the World.” 

TH1s ſeems to be the Scheme that's inſi- 
nuated in ſome late Pieces; from whence the 
Inference is caly, That there is no neceſſity 
to inquire into the Truth of Divine Revela- 
tion: for whether at the bottom there is any 
reality in this or not, as it is a very, preplexed 
Queſtion, ſo without entring into it we can be 
very ſure what is our Duty, and of the Terms 
of our Acceptance; which are ever the ſame, 
whatever be ſuppoſed concerning Divine Re- 
velation, _ | 

THIS, or ſomething like this, I take to be 
the moſt plauſible Argument for Infidelity, 
or an Indifference as to all matters of Reve- 
lation. | 

Now in Anſwer ; I cannot pretend to go 
through all the Parts of this Scheme, and ſhew 
every Defect in particular: many pious and 
learned Men have laboured on this Argument 
to good purpoſe. I ſhall only obſerve, That 
ſuppoſing the chief things our Adyerſaries ad- 
vance to be true, if we conſider them in the 
general, or abſtractly; ſuppoſing the only thing 
valuable, as to Morals, to be a Temper in- 
ee to all en Improvements, a ſocial 

u 56 Difpoſtea 
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ing Advances in Knowledge and Wiſdom, and 


e 
Diſp ofition and a ſuitable Conduct; f ppoſiag 
that the Duty of rational Creatures, abſtractiy 
conſidered, is wholly comprehended in mak- 


obſerving the Rules of Temperance and So- 
briety, Juſtice and Equity, Charity and Mercy; 
ſuppoſing too, that all this was clearly. known 
without Revelation: there are yet many things 


of the greateſt moment relating to our par- 


ticular Circumſtances, as to which Revelation 


alone can give us entire Satisfaction. 


For here we muſt obſerve, that whatever | 

we may conclude concerning the general Sy». 
ſtem of Beings, from the Providence and uni- 
verſal Care of a God of infinite Goodneſs, Wiſe : 
dom, and Power; and how ſtrongly ſoever we 
may argue, that all things in general ſhall be, 
wiſcly and well ordered: yet as to humane 
Affairs, we are entirely at a loſs, and know 
no more but this, That we ſhall not be neg⸗ 
lected in the univerſal Syſtem; but our In- 
tereſt be conſulted in a Conſiſtencey with 
the other great Deſigns of Providence: bur 
what the Deſigns of Providence are with 
reſpect to us, and how far the Deity can 1 . 
vour us When we are guilty, is a Queſtion we. 
can by no means reſolve, without a Decla - . 
tion of the Will of God. It's this particu- 


lar Circumſtance, of our Guilt, that cauſes tha 


Difficulty ;' which would not be fo 1 4 
were we inticely innocent: But now 
we are guilty, it's not enough that we hat 


general A Accounts of God and his Provide 
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but, in order to our SatisfaQ jon, we muſi know 
his Methods with the Guilty. 

AND this, I think, entirely. tratihivad rhis 
Scheme of the Deiſts1 am now conſidering : 
nor can they ever ſhow it needleſs to enquire 
into the Truth of divine Revelation ; fince 
| we cannot be ſure of out Duty, and the Terms 

of our Acceptance without it. 
Ax to make this Anſwer compleat; let 

us conſider that the Chriſtian Revelation is 
intirely built on the Suppoſition. that we are 
guilty, and is calculated to ſatisfy the Wants 
of Creatures that are guilty. For the Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Revelation is not ſo much ti 
give us general Notions of what is right and 

wrong, and what in general is acceptable un- 
to God; it rather ſuppoſes this in a great mea 
ſure known already ; and proceeds to give us. 
a diſtinct View of our preſent Circumſtances - 
as guilty, and what is neceffary for us, confls * 
dering our Guilt and our Crimes. - 

AccoRDIiNnGLY, Chriſtianity teaches' u, 
that we the Children of Men have fallen from 
the original Innocence, Perfection, and Hap- 
pineſs of our Nature; that Whatever Pra- 
ſures or Comforts we may enjoy in our "=. 4 
ſent State, we are not in that happy C 
tion in which we were at firſt created, and for 


which we were originally delign'd : and fare 
ther, it teaches us, that without the ws. of 


ou & Hee en rden, we m 4 
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time fink into a much lower State, and fall i in- 
to the greateſt degrees of Miſery : But that God 
of his infinite Mercy has the moſt favourable ' 
Intentions towards us, and though he ſuffers us 


to die as a Conſequence of our Fall, yet he en- A 


tertains a merciful Deſign, to reſtore us to that 
Perfection for which we were originally de- 
ſigned in another Life beyond the Grave. It 
teaches us farther, that there have been, and 
are, ſeveral things neceſſary in the Wiſdom 
of God to bring about this happy Effect; and 
that certain Methods are laid down, by which 


we are to be prepared for this State of Hap ' 
pineſs; with all which Methods it calls us tq 


comply. 
Tu is is the general Scheme of Chriſtianity * 
I do not upon this Occaſion offer to prove 


its Truth; it is not neceſſary in the preſent 


Argument: it's enough, if what Chriſtianity | | 


declares concerning our Circumſtances is in 
itſelf poſſible, or, at fartheſt, as probable as any 1 


thing elſe: and it lies upon a Deiſt to ſhow, 


that there is nothing in the Chriſtian Syſtem 2 


that deſerves our Regard, before he can juſtify 


himſelf in rejecting it without trial. But I pro- 
ceed to another Method, by which theſe Rules 


of the Apoſtle are tranſgreſſed: Namely, 


Secondly, When Men do not try and exa · 
mine. the Grounds of their Religion, as. the 


ws wi dircQs, but take their Religion upon 
Conſideration. 


AL As! 
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guilty in this reſpect; too many, we have 
reaſon to believe, that, even when, they are 
in the right, it's merely by chance; and they 
in a manner only ſtumble upon the Truth, 
Many have never been at any pains at all to 
prove any thing in Religion, but are 'Chri- 
ſtians for the ſame Reaſons which would: have 
made them Pagans or Mahometans in ano- 
ther Country, becauſe it's the faſhion, and their 
Forc-fathers have been in the ſame Belief be- 
fore them. Great Numbers among us ſeem 
not to be in the leaſt ſenſible that they ought 
to make any Inquiry into the Reaſons of their 
Belief ; but as truly build their Faith upon 
humane Authority, as thoſe who openly. pro- 


fels- to do it. The Stupidity and Ignorance 


of great Multitudes in this reſpect is too well 


known to many who hear me; and is the 


Occaſion of many ſecret Moutnings. 
B. r here I am aware, that while 1 muſt be 


5 ſuppoſed to have chiefly in view the weaker, 
and more ignorant Part of Mankind, ſome 


may be ready to alledge, that T blame them 


when they are not guilty ; and that the, wea- 
ker Part of Men are not capable of any nice 
Inquiries into the Grounds of Religion; that | 
their Belicf in theſe Matters neither is not 
can be founded on any rational Examination; 


that their Faith is founded on ſomething elle, 


namely, an inward Savour and Reliſh Which 


* find in the — and Pretepts of Chri- 
K 


130 Ai there are too many wal us 
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- Banity, by which this Religion teſtifies itſelf 

to be divine. In anſwer to which I will frarikly 
acknowledge, that the Faith of the vulgar and 
weaker Part of Mankind is chiefly founded on 
the Native Goodneſs of the Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts of. Chriſtianity, or the Internal Marke 


(as they are call'd) of its Divinity: And that. 


and Records ſeem plainly above their Capacity, 


divine, wrought by rational A 


many Controverſies. relating to antient Facts 


And indeed, not only . the Faith of the Vulgar, 
but all ſaving Faith whatſoever, is of a nature 
very different from a mere Convickion of oy 

Underſtanding, that the Chriſtian Religio 


rguments, en 
from the Credibility of the Mater of Fact, 
and the Miracles of IE sus and his Apoſtles, 
For tho a Man may be perſuaded by ſuch 
Arguments of the Divinity. of ag e | 
Religion; yet a Conviction of this ſort is not 
of ſuch conſequence, that we mult ſu ppoſe it 
neceſſarily connected with Salvation; with- 
out an inward Senſe of the Goodneſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, and a prevailing liking and regard 10 
its great Deſign; or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
1 receiving the Love of the Treth, | that we / 
may be ſaved. And when the On 
mentions an inward, Favour and Reliſh, upon 
which. the Faith of the Vulgar is ſaid to be 
founded 3 if no more is intended than, this, | 
that the Excellency of the Docking and Fre- 
ccpts. of Chriſtianity is the princip 2 9 


of their Relief and a a IE cs Ter, 


4 


| 5 A 
of the Chriſtian 1.8 with a prevailing Love 

ro it on the account of its Goodneſs, is the 
chief Reaſon which induces them to embrace 
it in this Senſe, what is aſſerted in the Ob-. 
jection is true, but nothing to the purpoſe: 
For whatever is the Ground on which the 
Vulgar embrace Chriſtianity, ſince it muſt be 
perfecth conſiſtent with their uſing the Fas 
 culty of Reafon as well as they can; no ratio» 
nal Creature cam be excaſed, who does not 
Exerciſe his Faculties and Bowers in a ra- 
kional manner, but depends intitely on Educa · 
tion and Faſhion; and embraces wharever his 
Parents, or Guides ot any Kind, have thought 
fit to prepare for him withour further Enqui 


* But, * Mo 4% , 


Tinu, Tbere is woche Method by 
which theft Rules of the Apoftte we tranf. 
greed ; namely, when Men not only do not 
examine in Matters of Religion, but diſ- 
courage a free Trial and Examination ini o. 
thers. I grant, indeed, as 1 have obſet vet al 
ready, that many are runtiing apace to ſome- 
thing of a contrary Extreme and (rent r. 
ther to be carrying this Marter too far! 16 
or ines, OT: we can examitic the Grounds 

12 Mittcts too exats 
pats ate, that we had 
pra 
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exactly right, we 1 not to indulg e loch 
a Liberty : This is not what I mean; ſo fat 
from it, that 1 cannot help. aſſerting it to WY a 
betraying of the Reformation, and the Pri 
ciples upon which it was built. The Condi 
of our Fore-fathers at the Refotmation was ve- 
ty noble and generous, who ſcorning to be led 
blind-fold, or ſuffer rhcir Underſtandings to 

be inſlaved by the mere Authority of Men 
boldly aſſerted the Cauſe of Liberty and Truck 
againſt the Tyranny of the Church, and the 
reigning Superſtition of thoſe days. Free» 
thinking, therefore, in the true Senſe of the 
Word, is very noble and generous, being 
nothing elſe but this z The hearkening to the 
Voice of ſound Reaſon, the examining im- 
partially both ſides of the Queſtion, with 
- a Diſpoſition always to adhere to the ſtrongeſt 
Side, and ro imbrace the Truth wherever it 

appears, in ſpite. of all Prejudices, of all the 
| Oppoſition and Authority of Men: this [is 
what I can never cenſure, or apprehend: capa- 
ble of being carried to an Extreme, What 1 
have in view; is of a different nature; That 
under the pretence of doing this, many think 
very unjuſtly and unreaſonably, and ſeem fond 
of rejecting Chriſtianity, But then there are 
ſome on the other fide, who, perhaps, out of 
a deſign of guarding againſt this e of Free 
thinking and Examination in Matters of Re- 
ligion, tho! they will not openly aſſem, that 
Men ought not to Haile: mpartially, was 

W 


. SG wc > 


(59) 
what Proteſtant will venture on ſuch an Afe 
ſertion )) yet by the ſtrain of their Conver- 
fation, by cheir haughty and imperſous Car- 
riage, by their ſtill putting us in mind of Au- 
thority andthe Opinions and Determinations 
of Men, cannot even in Charity be conſider- 
ct otherwiſe than as Diſcouragers of due trial 


and etamination in Matters of Religion. Such 


Men will allow no quarter even to the appear- 


are ever crying out againſt Examination, and 
extolling Authority and ſettled Standards. 
They ate not only for putting theſe Standards 
to al thoſe Uſes for which they were compo- 
fed by the Church; but for extending them to 
, others, which ſhe never deſigned, and no truly 


wiſe Man would wiſh them to be put to. What 


they ſtem to alm at is this, That we ſhould, 
in forming our Principles concernin Reli- 
prior to any examination of theſe Stan- 
dards, take it for granted that every Doctrine 
contained in them is juſt and true; and ſhould 
a# little dare to differ from them as from the 
Holy Scriptures themſelves. Now this is to 
put humane Compoſures and Confeſſions of 
Faith upon 2 a level with the Sacred Wri- 
tings; which the Church never intended. 
- The Church by theſe Confeſſions deſigns 
to be helpful to the Body of the Faith- 
füll: nor can we deny but ſhe defigns 


18 erelude from the holy Miniſtry all that 


cannot come doſe to rheſe Confeſſions z n 
5 1019903 u H: think 
Noi 


ance' of Enquiry, be jt ever ſo modeſt ; but 


————— — — 


(86) 


thinking it fit to allow all Men proailcucally 
to be Miniſters, whatſoever be their different 


Sentiments and Principles. But the Church 
never deſigned that Men in ſettling their Prins 
ciples, ſhould form them by any other Stan- 
dard than Holy Scripture : and whatever value 
any Man may put upon a Confeſſion of Faith, 
after he has cxamined it and found it agreeable 
to Scripture ; yet ſurely, whilſt, we are only 
forming our Principles, we ought not to make 
an ne Compoſure a Standard but exa= 
mine All humane Compoſures by the Holy 
Scriptures, and agree to them only ſo far forth 
zs they agree with this infallible Standard. 1 
ſuppoſe no Proteſtant will R 
he has any other Sentiment: but I obſerve, 
there are ſome whoſe Carriage beats. a very, 
different. Aſpect on many occaſions ; and who: 
talk of the Confeſſions of the Prot 
Churches in ſuch a way, that it's with 
culty one can interpret their Meaning in 
other manner than this; as if they had Tx 
&« If ever any Scruple ariſe in your Minds a 
| © bout any Doctrine in theſe Confeſſions, look 
e upon it as a Tgmptation of the Devil, re. 


* je& it with Indignation, and never 
« about the matter, The Dewi likes gov | 


ching better than to engage us in Reaſons 
© ings on theſe Subjects, for ghen he thinks 
| © he has us ſure.” Certainly, my Reverend: 
Brethren and Fathers, all of us muſt own that, 
| this is very 7 


— —— 


| 6r ) 
theke Kutes of the Apoſtie Freut all rhings, 
hold fall that het 3 Lur- I come 
pow to the r ot 36) ii 70 


| th 
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fate notice of ſome things that ſeem proper 
to be obferved by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and all fucti'as with well to rhe Sl ag. 


vine Revelation. "Rr 
Aun Fir a fecing many ur uc we 
to deſpiſe Propheſyings, 12 al who wiſh welt 


tothe ls f Revelation manage with all 
honeſt and prudent | Methods: "And. vith ly 
view, in tlie | 

if PLACE, let us never try on ofa 
' fober and free Inquity into the Grounds of Re- 
Dgjon, or pretend rhar Mer have nor « Right 
to examine what is propoſed" to their Aﬀſeay 
thisis ſurely thelt gatutal Right, and it were 
happy if the world ufe it; tt is che baffneſß 
epccially of ſuch as win welt to Revclari * 
I 7 the World in n imparxial Tnquir 


Revelatidg ib a 6 — — — de 

advanced, and cam never fivurifly, by any ether 
Method: fet us thercfore invite Men tb the 
ſfricteſt Examination, and offer them our Rea- 
ſans. with calmiefi and modeſty diniſhins 
fat tom us alt Pride, alk fhew' of Aldi d. 


og to call in queſtion h we 


N we reaſdh, let us wot _ 
2 abet da 


* every turn v 
* think ir (i 
ficicut 


pe are on the ſide of the Eſtabliſhment. this 


Aaſty, ſo let us hear 


(6) 
gelent to, anſwer all Objections by this chat 


indeed is proper enough for a Magiſtrate or a 
Judge, in matters that properly fall under his 
Cognizance as ſuch ; for. oft-times a'Magi» _ 
Grate muſt « not allow eſtabliſhed Rules to be. © 
diſputed; he is not to argue, but ple Auth. 
tit. Nor is it unreaſonable many times for 
private Perſons, whatever are theit private O- 
ions, to ſhow. a Deference for what is eſta- 
bliſhed, and agrecable to the general Senti- 
ments of a Country and it frequently proceeds 
merely from Rudnels and Ill-manners, or from 
Levity and Ignorance of the World, that pri- 
vate Perſons in mixed Companies, withou 
conſidering who are preſent, take upon them 
to attack and ridicule what is agreeable to 


e. 


any Forms are eltabliſbed, is np ſure Argu- 
ment that they are 12 : for Truth and Res- 
ſon. do not depend upon Votes, but are the” 
| fame, whether 1 be eſtabliſhed or not: : and, 
it's great weakneſs, and does vaſt prejudice t 
our: Cauſe, to fend it rather by Auth 
than Reaſon ;. for it tempts our Adverfarier i 
to believe we cannot defend it any other Way. f 
When we pretend therefore to reaſon, let us 
abſtra& from Authority; and as we ſhould of. 
fer our own Reaſons with (pes and Mo- | 


have to ſay with the fame C 
177 Nay, Kt. .* I 


15421 


hy. 5 
— ann. 288 11 
may be proper, to bring forth all thelt os | 
jections with the greateſt freedom; and make 
no unkind ule of any freedom they take with 
us on ſuch Occaſions. Let us addreſs them 
as Joſbua did the People of Ifacl, 2755 
xxiv. 15. And if it ſeem evil io vun to ſerve 
the Lord, chuſe you. this day whom” you will. 
erve, whether the Gods whom your Fathers. 
ſerved, that, were on the other ſide of the 
Elood, or the Gods of the Amiorites, in ub 
Land ye dwell : Or, as the Prophet Elijah | 
did the People in his time, 1 Kings xvili. 21. 7 
How long will ye halt betwixt two opinions } 
if the Lord be God, follow bim; but if Bat, 
then follow him. Aſter theſe examples, let 
us not in our Reaſonings put on magilterial 
Airs; nor pretend to diftate, threaten or im- 
24%, Lag. us give up all weak Arguinents; 
owning the Truth in evety Caſe, and acknow- 
ledging a difficulty where it really appears : for 
| Ingenuity is very. engaging, wherever it is 
found; and by à Conduct of this natute Ve 
ſhall more readily” gain upon our ANGRY, 7Y 
than if we pbltinately defend every point, whe- 
ther right or Wrong. 


"gy, 


( 64 * 
whoſe Judgment has been no way equal to 
their Zeal, may have ſtretched ſome things - 
top far, and perhaps laid as much ftrefs'on 
ſmaller things as on the greateſt, They may 
perhaps have taken ſome Points into the Con- 

korerh, which have had no relation to the 
main Cauſe, and made them as eſſential as 
the Points that were moſt fundamental. In 
proceſs of time, ſeveral of theſe additional parts 
may have been found precarious, ſeveral of 
hows abſolutely falſe in the opinion of the 85. 
ncrality of ſober Men. This may have been 
a mighty prejudice to the main Cauſe itſelf : 
for while ſome parts of the Scheme were 
found falſe, and ſuch parts as have been de- 
clarcd fundamental by its Patrons, the whoſe 


Scheme has been upon this account rejected z 
which would never have happened, "bur chro? 


ſuch a miſmanagement. 

Now let all of us beware of flick Con- | 
duct: let us always own the Truth; let us ſe» 
parate the main Cauſe from Points that have 
- little or no Connexion wich it ; let us care 

fully avoid laying the ſtreſs Where it is not 
needful ; and be always ready to Sn ne all 
weak Arguments, howeyer much inſiſted 1 
by others. i 

5 che rather, , that bs the my 
ſo eulightned, wr; weak. 7 
bad Reaſonings will not paſs 10 
werly. z when the height 


nn any Falluxes in point. ce 


2 
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t, on the ee 12 only expoſes Hui. 


ſelf, if his Argum 


ents are not proportioned 
to his warmth. In ſuch an Age, let us be- 
ware of giving gur Adverſaries any advantage 


from our imprudence in managing our Calſe. 


zdlz, Lx x us be pious, and virtuous our- 
ſelves 3, and in the whale of our Conduct ap- . 
pear not only free from Crimes, but aborc 
the Sulpicion of them. Let us behave with, 
that Ingenuity. that every, thing ſhall appear 
open and fair, without Trick and Diſſimula- 
tion: and when we. profeſs to believe the 
Goſpel of Ixus, and to have a firm Expec. 
tation of the Happineſs of Heaven; Jet us net 
appear to he as much attached to the things 


'of this preſent World, as others, who ac- 


cordiug to their- Schemes can have no ſuch 
Certainty of a future State. Let us not call” ; 
others to lixe: as Pilgrims, and Strangers on 
earth, to raiſe theit oughts above the World 
whilſt at the lame time we appear perfe fly 65 
devoted to the. Intereſts of the preſent l 

and purſue them with all the Cunnipg ang C 
worldly. Wiſdom of our carnal Neighbouts. 


Let us not preſs others to moderate their De- 
ſires and Purſuits of the Riches, the Plea- * 


en and Honours of the World; while we 
8 p at them/with the greateſt Eagerne(s our» 
ves, and do not ſtick at  diſhonourable t 
me: Methods to procure . = i. 


J” — oo + Hi n 


3 
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divine Things 3 and let us endeavor to es 


vince the World of this, rather by our Adtions 


than our Words. And, 


. 4thly, Le r us be at peace di -our- 


ſelves, 9 bear with one another according 


to the Rules of the Goſpel. Alas!my Bre- 


thren, our united Forces are little enough to 
ſtop the Torrent of Tnfidelity ; laying aſide 
therefore all ſmaller Differences, let us join 


all Hands not againſt the Perſons, but the 


Cauſe of the Iufidels. This is much better 
Employment than to tear and devout one an- 
other; and thus to heighten Men's Prejudices 
againſt Religion and religious Men, when we 
ſhew them that we are proud, ſour and malici- 
ous, and as little, if not leſs able to regulate 
our Paſſions, and govern our Tempers, than o- 
thers. All theſe Methods, my Brethren, are 

ncceſſary to be obſerved, conſidering how 
many now-a-days are ready to deſpiſe Pro- 
pheſyings; and perhaps by ſtrictly obſctving 
theſe Methods, we may in time put a ſtop to 


the ſpreading of Infidelity, thtough the Blef- 5 


ſing of our God, whoſe Aflifltice and Pi- 
We we are ect to implore, Bur again, in 
c 


1 


Second Place, As ſome are ro ready to 


: deſpiſe P ropheſyings, and reject Uiyine N | 


lations without trial, on whoſe Account i par- 


A ticular ſort of Conduct is nepdful; 105% on the 
ther hand, there are others who tranlgrei the 


—_ two Rules of the Apoltle, TO all 
| things 3 


F Y 


* 


| * to be different. 
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{Longs ; Hold 2 that which is good. Their 
rinciples ate rather owing to Chance, than 


any Tnquiry ot Examination; They believe 


every Spirit, and take the whole of their 
Reli igion on truſt: and as we all know what 
eat Numbers there are of this ſort, and how 

fojuioa their Conduct is to true e Neligsios 3 
ve ought not to be unconcerned Spectators, 
but endeavour, if poſſible, to provide ſome. 
Remedy. 

In! DEED. there have been times, whicn 


| pours it 82 the Intereſt of the Clergy, who 


ad other Deſigns than the real Advancement 
of Picty, Virtuc and true Religion, to keep the 
Laity as much in the dark as poſſible ; their 


| Tenets and Do&rines would not beat the 


: ſuch Churchmen were not concerned 
how lirtle Men thought for themſelyes, or 
how much they truſted to others; ſince they 


themſelves were the Guides and ſovereign Di- | 


rectors of the % Conſciences. It was not for 
the Intereſt of ſuch Men to encourage Exami- 


mow F it was rather their Buſineſs abſolute- 


1 to diſcourage it, and in its ſtead to tecom- 
end blind Obedience and im . : th, Ke 


Bur 23 this is not our ( 
a Chriſtianity at firſt was not l 
ae hut ſubmitted to a free ud impare 
nation ; ſo it Was by means of 4 
after the dark and co | 
eh, the 3 2 | 
[ uf 
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| ed lo many of the Errors and Abules of the 
Church of Rome : And it's only an impartia 
Inquiry, and free Search, that, according. o 
the ordinary Courſe of chings, gan kg 
Religion in any meaſure of Purity. by 
we take up our Principles on truſt, 775 TH 
brace any Scheme that's offer d to ws Withoug 
Examination, we may come to embrace g 
moſt abſurd Things in Nature. 
Ax p therefore, all who wiſh well to he | 
Purity 'of Religion, and tb the real Interalk / 
of divine Revelation, ſhould endeavour . ta 
accuſtom Mankind'to make uſe of their ratio- 
nal Faculties, and examine for theniſelves 722 
Matters of Religion. 
Wx, that are Miniſters of the Golpel, Bere a £ 
conſiderable hand in forming the Principles of; 
the fargreateſt Body of the People, and ought. 
not to deal with them metely by way. of Au- 
thority : we ought not only to inſtrüct them 
to believe fo or fo, but offer them Reaſons, 
as they are capable to underſtand them 3 and 
endeavour to find out the ſhorteſt and plaineſß 
Reaſons for the lower Part of Mankind, that 
they may not depend metely. on Kare 
but be able to Mive a "REN of "FH Mb. 
and Hope in Gd. 
Ir's true, indeed, there are 'mavy of the. 
weaker ſort not fit fot nice Reaſoning 7 and * 
they begin to examine, they very offen turn to. 


We SS: "EIS mi ove FEE bo. | 


1 


1 


on the one hand, 


which the Tami 


moving the Force of this Objection is not by 


to deterinine the moſt bun DoArines of 


Religion, or the niceſt Parts of che bly ls 


tution of a Church; and frequ REO a | 
fonder of knowing what is propet for How ; 
Guides and Teachers in the molt” difficult | 
Caſes, and in which good and wife Men maß 


differ, than underſtanding what is proper for 


themſelves. There is one Subject in. parti 


cular, which greatly exetciſcs them the Caſe 


of Separation from eſtabliſhed Churches: and 
we find them very curious and attentive af. 

ter whatever can warrant it, being very un- 
willing to 'miſs any handle for this, which may 
offer, and ſeeming much fonde > of gi ividing, 
than uniting ; as thinking Religioh cohſiſts far 
more in ſhowing an Abhorrence to what is 


' wrong in the Conſtitution of a Church, than 


purifying themſelves from every thing that's 
vicious and immoral in their private Character. 
And indeed the Abuſe of this Rule of the 
Apoſtle, by ſuch, as are called Free-thinkers 
the weaker: ſort on the 
other; and the A fe. of. the gzerhgent Prin- 
ciple of the Paghr of private Judgment, which 
is founded upon "Its "is the Rrongeſt O jection 
ok he Popiſh Implicic 
Faith can ſorm l this grand Foundation 
of the Proteſtants. But the true way of re- 


Prigciple * Mag this; would | | 
Ty = 


ig al up 17 f 
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Minds of Men 


(79) Pb 
to * Examination of thoſe Subjects * 
at once moſt obyious to their Capacities, and 
of the greateſt, moment in their Lives. 
AND. therefore, let us that ate Miniſters 
be at due pains in this matter: let us inculy 
catc this Rule of the Apoſtle, with à ſuitable 
Force; and lay befote our People the 4x0 
of Religion, - and the 13 N it, 
* al Plaignels and 
AND May C ſerve a 4s in this 
en 6 De Se 9 and. 
1 Dein . * and impli- 
cit Faith and ** e en 1 
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